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A special meeting of  Community Board 1 (CB1), 
called to gather information and air concerns about a 
de Blasio administration plan to locate a shelter for 
homeless men in the Financial District, drew more than 
1,000 online participants on October 1. 
     The hotel, known as the Radisson New York Wall 
Street, is located at 52 William Street. Housing home-
less persons there is actually not a new development. 
The City’s Department of  Homeless Services (DHS) 
has used the building since March as a temporary facil-
ity, aiming to limit the spread of  the pandemic corona-
virus among residents of  the shelter system. 
     But DHS now plans to convert the facility into a 
longer-term shelter, for clients who are slated to be 
transferred from Lucerne Hotel, on the Upper West 
Side, after residents in that community organized, 
raised funds, and hired lawyers to stop the agency from 
housing approximately 240 homeless men there. After 
City officials agreed to vacate the Lucerne, they settled 
on the Radisson New York Wall Street as a replacement 
facility. 

     Tammy Meltzer, chair of  CB1, 
opened the October 1 session by say-
ing, “this meeting came about be-
cause we were pipe-bombed 
information on Friday night, with no 
notification, no facts, no input, no en-
gagement, nothing.” This was a ref-
erence to the DHS’s announcement 
of  the move just before the start of  a 
three-day weekend, under the rubric 
of  an “emergency order.” 
     “The fact that this will do nothing 
to address the [homeless] people in 
our community, who are part of  
CB1, is untenable to us,” she con-

tinued. “We want to help people who are on the streets 
here, want to provide options for people who, when the 
eviction moratorium goes away, want to be able to stay 

here.” 
     “Adding people 
without helping the 
people already here 
does not seem fair to 
us,” she observed. 
“This Mayor is mak-
ing a decision that is 
about pitting one 
community against 

another. This isn’t 
about humanity, this 
isn’t about care. As a 
Community Board 
leader, I completely 
disagree with this. 
There is no less value 

QUATRAIN ALLEY 
 

Words Come to Life Amid  
New Installation in Battery Park City 

By Matthew Fenton
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October 
And the trees are stripped bare 
Of all they wear 
What do I care? 
October 
And kingdoms rise 
And kingdoms fall 
But you go on and on   

― U2
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Pier 26 Opens 
with Amenities  

Aplenty 

By Matthew Fenton

‘This Is About Pitting One 
Community Against Another’  

Packed Meeting Airs Concerns  
about Plan for Homeless Shelter  

on William Street 
 
 By Matthew Fenton

Ars Gratia 
The Downtown Alliance is present-
ing two art installations. At the 200 
Water Street plaza, “Ziggy” (by de-
sign studio Hou de Sousa) uses 
cords tied to a steel structure, illumi-
nated by colorful lights, to create 
striking views of  the surrounding 
landscape, while its structural foot-
print features several “gateways” 
designed to serve as benches.  
     “Out-of-Office” (by design studio 
FANTÁSTICA) is a flexible out-
door seating concept on the El-
evated Acre (the public terrace 
overlooking the East River at 55 
Water Street) that reimagines the 
work environment, combining 
workspaces and desks in a variety of  
configurations to seamlessly transi-
tion the office outside.  

     At the South Street Seaport, the 
Howard Hughes Corporation has 
brought the triptych “Peace Love & 
Happiness,” by sculptor Scott 
Gerber, to the Fulton Street Plaza. 
The work—consisting of  a peace 
sign, heart and smiling face—
echoes iconic pop art “Love” and 
“Hope” sculptures that have graced 
the West 50s streetscape in Mid-
town for more than half  a century. 
 
The Cove Is Your Canvas 
On three upcoming Saturday 
mornings (October 17, 24, and 31, 
from 10:00 to 11:30 am), the Bat-
tery Park City Authority will host 
Drawing in the Park at South Cove 
(near the foot of  South End Ave-
nue). The open-air art class is free 
on a first-come, first-served basis for 
up to 20 attendees, but participants 
are expected to bring their own ma-
terials. (The BPCA will supply 
paper only.) Masks and social dis-
tancing are required. For more de-
tails, please browse bpca.ny.gov, and 
click on Events.

We Either Have It Or  
We'll Get It For You! 

Building & Apartment  Supplies

45 New Street 
212-962-1086 

Trade Center 
Locksmith & 

Hardware

transcendentalistic.com

CASA TAQUERIA 
Thursday, October 15, 4:00pm 

Register at  
Downtownny.com/dinearound 

FREE! 
Donations support food security charities 
+ the Downtown restaurant community.

Presented by:

Learn to Cook with  

Lower Manhattan Chefs!

A New Series Hosted by Rocco DiSpirito 

“Rice and Beans” by Josh, P.S. 1 fourth grader, in Rockefeller Park. 

CB1 chair Tammy Meltzer:  
“The community wants you to have 

these answers before you move these 
people. This is not humane for them, 

either. It’s like trying to pack bags after 
you leave on vacation.”

 

Battery Park City Day Nursery 
Our Commitment to Health & Safety 

We continually monitor and adhere to all guidance from the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), NY State and NYC Department of Health to ensure that we are taking 

all necessary preventative measures and acting on each directive.  

Your child’s safety 
and health are our top 

priority – We take 
every step to make 

sure they’re safe and 
secure while they 

spend their day with 
us. 

Our enhanced safety 
standards and 

measures include: 

• Cleaning and 
disinfecting 

• Healthy 
distancing 

• Proper personal 
hygiene, 
including lots of 
handwashing. 

• Safe drop-off 
and pick-up 
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   Where Loving & Learning Go Hand in Hand 

• Staffed with experienced teachers 
who have been with us for decades. 

• Full and Half Day programs, flexible 
scheduling 

• Excellent child/teacher ratios 
• Ages 1-5 Years 
• NYCEE Pre-K For All Center 
• Private backyard 

215 South End Avenue, Battery Park City                  
www.bpcdaynursery.com (212) 945-0088 

*** Promo 10% off your first month’s 
tuition, NEW families only when you 

mention this ad.*** 

Poets House—a library, creative space, and meeting place that invites 
poets and the public to step into the living tradition of  poetry, while culti-
vating a wider audience for the art—is celebrating its tenth anniversary in 
Battery Park City by launching the Poetry Path, an immersive public art 
installation running the northern length of  
Battery Park City, from Rockefeller and 
Teardrop Parks to the North Cove Marina. 
     Produced in partnership with the Bat-
tery Park City Authority, the Poetry Path 
features fragments from more than 40 
poets, reproduced on bench slats, banners, 
pavers, pathways, and signs. These are ac-
companied by in-depth Poetry Path web resources and a series of  virtual 

events. Free and open to the public, the 
Poetry Path will remain in place through 
2021. 
     “The Path displays poetry spanning 
different epochs and cultures, “explains 
Lee Briccetti, Poets House’s executive 
director, “enriching our personal paths 
with opportunities for reflection as we 
walk through Battery Park City.” 
     For a map of  the Poetry Path, go to 
poetshouse.org/poetry-path/map/continued on back page continued on back page

 
CONTACTLESS FREE DELIVERY  

or IN-STORE PICKUP 
OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9AM - 9PM 

69 NEW STREET  212-809-6990/1 

 TheGrottoNYC.com 

Grotto Restaurant & Pizzeria  
FiDi's hidden gem for  

over 35 years.   
Italian specialties include hand-
spun pizza, gourmet salads and 

more. Let Grotto feed you  
and your family tonight. 

Providing corporate catering  
solutions with individualized,  
covid-compliant packaging.

 Jack’s  
Hair Salon  

Men’s & Women’s Haircuts 
 New York Mercantile Exchange 

1 North End Avenue     212-619-4030 
 

7am - 5:30pm 
Monday - Friday

From “Praise Them” 
 
The birds don’t alter space. 
They reveal it. 
 
Li-Young Lee

From “Transit” 
 
Let it be said 
 
while in the midst of horror 
we fed on beauty—and that, 
my love, is what sustained us. 
 
Rita Dove

The tally of  great public spaces 
in Lower Manhattan has increased 
by one. On September 30, the Hud-
son River Park Trust (HRPT) offi-
cially opened Pier 26 in Tribeca 
(near Hubert Street), the product of  
a decade-plus of  planning and con-
struction, and a $37-million budget. 
     The result is 2.5 acres of  wood-
land forest, coastal grassland, mari-
time scrub, and a rocky tidal 
zone—all culminating in a breath-
taking view of  the Hudson River. 
Additionally included in the design 
are a multi-use recreation field and 
a spacious sunning lawn, as well as 
boardwalks and seating areas. 
     “Pier 26 is a celebration of  the 
Hudson River coastline,” reflects 
Madelyn Wils, president of  the 
Hudson River Park Trust (HRPT), 
the public service organization re-
sponsible for designing, building, op-
erating and maintaining the park 
that stretches four miles along the 
waterfront of  Manhattan’s west side. 
“It will really show people the kinds 
of  life that are in the Hudson River 
and the life that is actually now be-
coming more enhanced as the River 
becomes cleaner.” 
     Holly Leicht, chair of  the Lower 
Manhattan Development Corpora-
tion (LMDC), which funded part of  
the project, says that Pier 26, “was 
always in the master plan as an ‘eco-
logical pier.’ But what that could 

The curated "habitat walk” that spans the dock’s 700-foot length takes visitors 
through five distinct "ecological zones,” culminating with a stunning view of the 

Hudson River.

Downtown Alliance president  
Jessica Lappin:  

“This is about the Mayor  
overruling and disregarding the 

advice and the guidance of 
elected officials on the Upper 

West Side and making a political 
decision that almost everyone 

disagrees with.”

One of the poorest residents of one of the most affluent communities in America



to homeless people in CB1 as opposed to,” those on the Upper West Side. 
     Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer observed that the decision 
appears to reprise a similar move by the de Blasio administration several 
months ago. “There were a lot of  issues when—again, without any notifi-
cation—these folks were moved from a hotel on 51st 
street up to the Lucerne,” she said. Ms. Brewer also 
noted that the Goddard Riverside Community 
Center, located near the Lucerne Hotel, has raised, 
“hundreds of  thousands of  dollars to provide jobs and 
a six-day-per-week program, from 8:00 am through 
8:00 pm,” for the men sheltered there. “This is a 
dream come true: private money, spent correctly, to 
give these men the support they need. This is still on 
the table, but not if  they move. That’s why I’m very 
opposed to this.”  
     State Senator Brian Kavanagh said, “this raises 
two very distinct issues. First, should the City be mov-
ing these men from that shelter to this new location? 
But the second question is larger: What can we do to 
create capacity for these kinds of  services in this dis-
trict? You can have tremendous sympathy of  these 
men, and still be very skeptical about what the City is 
proposing here. We need to have a longer-term con-
versation about what is going to happen with that 
Radisson site.” 
     City Council member Margaret Chin said, “I’ve 
spoken to my colleague, Council member Helen Ro-
senthal, who represents Upper West Side. She is 
against the move, because it is unconscionable for the City to move these 
residents again. They’ve been moved several times in the last six months, 
and were not consulted. They need stability.” 
     “We welcome more shelter opportunities in CB1,” she added, “because 
we have a large homeless population here that needs services. But the threat 
of  a lawsuit is not a good reason—it is not an emergency. We need to sit 
down with the City and plan for shelters that can help families and people 
in need within Lower Manhattan.”  
     State Assembly member Yuh-Line Niou observed that she and other 
elected officials, 
“were all very puz-
zled about why this 
constitutes an 
emergency, espe-
cially when the 
homeless residents 
on Upper West Side were doing well there.” 
     Joslyn Carter, the administrator of  DHS, said, “I understand that you 
were not given any notice, but this was part of  a review by the Mayor and 
this is the decision that was made.” 
     Pat Moore, who chairs CB1’s Quality of  Life Committee, asked, “how 
was 52 William selected?” 
     Ms. Carter replied. “the mayoral review looked at the distribution of  
hotels, and we started to look at where hotels were. Some areas had more 
COVID hotels than others.” She continued, “one of  the things we want to 
do in this administration is make sure that we have equity in where we have 
shelters. This site gives us the opportunity to have a permanent shelter in 
this district.” 
     “That does not answer Pat’s question,” Ms. Meltzer pressed. “We want 
specific information about why this location was chosen for a temporary 
shelter,” she noted, in a reference to DHS’s distinction between a temporary 
facility at 52 William Street (for single homeless men) and a planned per-
manent shelter (for homeless families with grown children). “Choosing a 
site for a permanent shelter is a totally different process. How this was 
turned from a quarantine hotel into a separate temporary shelter?” 
     Ms. Moore asked, “are any of  these men sex offenders?” 
     Ms. Carter answered, “I can tell you they are not.” 
     “Where they will go to smoke and where will they go for recreation?” 
Ms. Moore continued. 
     Ms. Carter responded, “I have no answer, but the homeless have a right 
to public space.” 
     Ms. Meltzer insisted, “the community wants you to have these answers 
before you move these people. This is not humane for them, either. It’s like 

trying to pack bags after you leave on vacation.” 
     Jessica Lappin, president of  the Downtown Alliance, said, “we appreciate 
that these are real people we are talking about, human beings,” noting that 
the Alliance has placed more than 60 homeless people formerly living on 

Lower Manhattan’s streets in shelters during the past 
year, 20 of  them in the past month. 
     “Our staff  are on a first-name basis with many of  
them,” she said, “and we recognize that there but for 
the grace of  God...” 
     But, she observed, “this is about the Mayor over-
ruling and disregarding the advice and the guidance 
of  elected officials on the Upper West Side and mak-
ing a political decision that almost everyone disagrees 
with. What are the services you are going to provide? 
How and why is this in the best interests of  these men? 
Until there is a plan in place, this is going to be repeat 
of  the Upper West Side. It is a recipe for chaos and 
disaster.” 
     Vanessa Herman, the assistant vice president of  
government and community relations at Pace Univer-
sity, said, “we have several residence halls that line Wil-
liam Street corridor, and we’re very concerned about 
this proposed shelter. There has been a drastic uptick 
during the last two years in harassments, assaults, and 
students being followed by individuals identified as 

being homeless. Students no longer feel safe.” 
     Ms. Carter countered that, “there are bad people in 
every population, but not everyone experiencing home-

less is a criminal. Framing is important. Think of  them as human, and not 
somebody who is out to get you.” 
     “That’s not what I indicated,” Ms. Herman retorted. “We are concerned 
and we are not getting answers.” She then asked, “can we see the report 
that you mentioned?” 
     Ms. Carter replied, “the review was done through the City’s Law De-
partment and our commissioner,” which may have the legal effect of  ex-
empting the document from public scrutiny. 
     Patrick Kennell, president of  the Financial District Neighbors Associa-

tion (FDNA), said, 
“I was surprised by 
Joslyn’s presenta-
tion, because of  
the lack of  spe-
cifics. My neigh-
bors in FiDi are a 

compassionate group of  people, but we have some legitimate questions. We 
need facts.” 
     “What financial resources has City committed to this site currently, and 
what will be committed in the future?” he asked. “We want to make sure 
folks are not moved here and then totally abandoned.” 
     “And it’s unfair that mayoral study be shielded,” Mr. Kennell added. 
“The public has every right to see it.” 
     Justine Cuccia, a member of  CB1’s Quality of  Life Committee, asked, 
“what percentage of  these people suffer from mental illness?” 
     Ms. Carter replied, “I will not disclose that, because it is unfair to label 
people.” 
     Ms. Cuccia insisted, “you need to get back to us with information about 
this population. What are their issues? Are they dangerous? You should 
know this, because you have been working with them.” 
     Ms. Carter said, “that’s not something I’m going to be doing. Every per-
son in every family has situations. I’m not coming back to you with per-
centages of  who has what. For us to be talking specifically about what these 
individuals have, I don’t agree with it.” 
     Ms. Carter added that the move from the Lucerne to the Radisson New 
York Wall Street, originally slated for the first week in October, has now 
been pushed back to October 19. For more information, please browse: 
www1.nyc.gov/site/manhattancb1/index.page 
 
(Editor’s Note: Ms. Cuccia is related to the reporter who wrote this story.) 

mean was anyone’s guess. So much creativity has been put in to making 
each part of  this park with magic at every step. This really is the heart of  
the west side right now.” 
     Lucinda Sanders, the chief  executive officer of  landscape architecture 
firm Olin (which created the design for Pier 26), says, “we wanted to create 
a very curated journey through this landscape. There is about a 12-foot 
grade change, so that you are not just walking in a woodland, but you’re 
moving up into the canopy of  the trees.” She adds, “there are two sheds 
designed to frame vistas, but they’re also these places where you can just 
go in and sit and mediate on a swing.” 
     Ms. Been observes, “it’s amazing that the HRPT was able to move for-
ward with these projects during the pandemic, but it’s the affirmation that 
New York is moving forward, that we’re doubling down on making New 
York City even better.” She predicts that Pier 26, “is going to get people 
out to where they really feel like they’re connecting with the River in a way 
that I don’t think any other place any other place in the City does.” 

     Pier 26 has been closed to the 
public for more than a decade. In 
the early 1900s, the Old Dominion 
Steamship Company took pas-
sengers and freight from what is 
now called Tribeca to Norfolk and 
Newport News, Virgina. (The fare 

was $8.00, and the trip took 24 hours.) By the early 2000s, however, the 
dock had been abandoned for decades, and its rotting structure was begin-
ning to fall into the Hudson. 
     Beginning in 2008, the wharf  was demolished and rebuilt, creating a 
blank slate for which it was possible to begin making plans. “We went to 
the community to find out what they wanted this park to have,” Ms. Wils 
recalls. 
     Priorities voiced at a succession of  meetings with Community Board 1 
(CB1) included the opportunity to get close to the water, as well as strong 
educational and ecological components. This led to the creation of  the 
Tide Deck—a cultivated rocky salt marsh beneath an elevated, cantilevered 
walkway, where tours escorted by HRPT staff  will be able to descend to 
the water’s edge—as well as hundreds of  native plantings. 
     “These are all plants that you would have seen 400 years ago if  you 
were standing on the Hudson River coastline,” Ms. Wils says. “And the 
Tide Deck is our outdoor classroom. It is the exclamation point on our 
mission to teach people about the River and the estuary.” 
     The dialog with the community also led to some details in the original 
vision for Pier 26 being vetoed. For example, a plan to install wind turbines 
on the dock to meet all (or most) of  the facility’s need for 
electrical power was met with resistance by CB1 members, 
who raised concerns about noise and danger to birds from 
this element of  the design, which was dropped.
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Explore
the latest 
public art

installations.

See what’s new in 
the Seaport. 

SEAPORTDISTR ICT.NYC 

We now offer: 
“Virtual” appointment through phone or Video Conferencing. 

Accepting Drop-Off appointments

CLASSIFIEDS & 
PERSONALS 

 
Swaps & Trades 

 RESPECTABLE  
EMPLOYMENT 

Lost and Found 
 

212-912-1106 
editor@ebroadsheet.com

FiDi Artist Studio to Share! 
Looking for someone to share 1/4 
of a bright and sunny 500+ sq.ft. 
studio with 3 artists.  The space is 

divided into 4 work areas with 
plenty of wall space and storage 
bins, sink, a/c.   All utilities are in-

cluded in this landmarked full 
service building which has 24/7 

access. Terms of rental:  
$375/month Nov 1-June 30, 2021 

saragilbert55@yahoo.com 
 

College essay and application 
support available  

Millennium HS English teacher 
with 30+ years of experience.  

Oberlin BA, Brown MA.  
Other tutoring services  

available as well.  
Info: jeffmihok@gmail.com 

 
SEEKING  

FREE-LANCE  PUBLICIST 
Need experienced, reliable  

publicist to pro-actively work on a 
project basis with well-reviewed 

author of five E-books, developing 
and implementing outreach 

strategies.Includes writing, place-
ment, research, new outlets and 

on-line advertising. 
Savvy social media skills a must. 
Some graphics Downtown loca-
tion.Please send resume and fee 

schedule to:  
Email: poetpatsy@gmail.com 

 
SHSAT TUTOR AVAILABLE 

Stuyvesant HS student available 
for test prep $20 an hour;  
remote /zoom preferred 

BPC resident, with years of  
tutoring experience 

References available upon request 
(tutoringbpc@gmail.com) 

  
Tutor available for homework  
support Stuyvesant HS student 
available for homework help 
All grades especially math 

References available upon request 
Philip.vm3@gmail.com 

 
SHSAT TUTORING 

Stuyvesant HS graduate 
available for SHSAT tutoring. 
$40/hr. Zoom or in-person. 

natasha_lyasheva@yahoo.com 
 

NOTARY PUBLIC IN BPC 
$2.00 per notarized signature.  

Text Paula @ 917-836-8802 
 

Nurse's Aide 
Caring, experienced Nurse's Aide 

Excellent references. 
718-496-6232 

dianshields32@gmail.com 
 

ELDERCARE: 
Available for PT/FT Exp’d. Refs.  

Angella 347-423-5169 
angella.haye1@gmail.com 

 
 

 If you would like to place a listing, 
please contact  

editor@ebroadsheet.com

  “CB1 has many concerns,” she continued, “from the lack of   
transparency, communication and engagement with the community.

continued from front page
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The Radisson New York Wall Street, at 52 
William Street, is the site of a planned home-

less shelter.

WEST BANK GOURMET DELI 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Salads, Desserts, Beer 
Celebrity Sandwiches 

Full Line of Grocery Items

21 WEST STREET  212-747-0577 
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 6AM - 9PM 
FREE NO CONTACT DELIVERY 

 Westbankdeli.com

Pier 26 Opens with Amenities Aplenty

 
Packed Meeting Airs Concerns about Plan for Homeless Shelter on William Street


