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The U.S. Army Corps of  Engi-
neers is planning resiliency measures 
for the west side of  Lower Manhat-
tan that will rely primarily on a 12-
foot-high seawall running along 
Hudson River Park, wedged be-
tween the bikeway and the pedes-
trian promenade. The preliminary 
plan calls for the structure to begin 
in Tribeca, where it will link to the 
Battery Park City Authority’s 

North/West Resiliency plan, and 
continue uptown at least as far as 
West 34th Street. 
     The Army Corps of  Engineers 
(ACE) began circulating detailed 
versions of  its evolving plans for the 
entire New York region in late Janu-
ary. Among these is a series of  photo 
renderings of  the proposed wall at 
Christopher and West Streets, which 
is representative of  the section be-
tween Tribeca and Hudson Yards.  
     The map delineates six openings 
in this wall, at North Moore, Laight, 
Vestry, Watts, Canal, and Houston 
Streets. Each of  these gaps will be 
protected by deployable flood-pro-
tection measures, which can be tem-
porarily activated during times of  
rising water. 
     A disclaimer from ACE cautions 
that “these renderings are artistic de-
pictions of  the features... for illus-
trative purposes only and are subject 
to change. The renderings are in-
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Court Rules  
Against Activists  
Seeking Pause on  

Wagner Park  
Resiliency Project 

By Matthew Fenton

It is the first mild day of March: 
Each minute sweeter than before 
The redbreast sings from the tall larch 
That stands beside our door. 
 
There is a blessing in the air, 
Which seems a sense of joy to yield 
To the bare trees, and mountains bare, 
And grass in the green field. 

        - William Wordsworth

NEWS & 
COMMENT

Manhattan Borough President 
Mark Levine has identified three 
publicly owned sites in Lower Man-
hattan at which new residential 
buildings containing 100 percent af-
fordable housing can be developed. 
These would create up to 547 rent-
protected apartments, which is more 
than double the number of  afford-
able units that have been created in 
the community since 2014. 
     His new study, “Housing Man-
hattanites: A Report on Where and 
How to Build the Housing We 
Need,” has also specified two other 
publicly owned sites that could pro-
duce almost 13,000 units of  ad-
ditional housing, although the 
process of  developing these would 
be more complicated, and the re-
sulting inventory of  apartments 
would be mixed-income, rather 
than 100 percent affordable. 
     “Manhattan isn’t facing just a 
shortage of  affordable housing,” 
Mr. Levine says. “We’re facing a 
full-blown affordability crisis, argu-
ably the worst in our history. We’re 

simply not creating enough housing, 
and especially not enough afford-
able housing. This at a time when 
our population is increasing, and the 
pace of  new housing creation has 
been slowing. This shortage has 
pushed rents up to unprecedented 
levels. We’re now averaging rents of  
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The administration of  Mayor 
Eric Adams is being urged by Com-
munity Board 1 (CB1) to allocate 
funds to 88 local needs in the coming 
(2024) fiscal year, ranging from re-
tirement communities and bike lanes 
to parks and community centers. 
     In Battery Park City, CB1 wants 
the Adams administration to ex-
amine the possibility of  creating a 
“naturally occurring retirement 
community” (NORC) in Gateway 
Plaza, where several hundred cur-
rent residents moved in as young 
parents when the complex opened 
in the early 1980s, and are now 
struggling to age in place. (NORCs 
receive funding from the City’s De-
partment for the Aging, for pro-
grams such as case management 
and assistance, and healthcare sup-
port.) More broadly, CB1 is asking 
the City’s Department of  Housing 
Preservation and Development to 
look for opportunities to create 
more affordable housing in Battery 
Park City, while also devising ways 
to preserve the dwindling stock that 
currently exists. 
     The Board has a wide range of  
priorities related to parks, spanning 
the length and breadth of  Lower 
Manhattan. CB1 wants to restore 
the legacy bluestone pathways in 
City Hall Park, while also rehabili-
tating and upgrading the park’s 
northeast plaza at the corner of  
Chambers and Centre Streets, and 
adding a public restroom to the 
plaza in front of  the adjacent David 
N. Dinkins Municipal Building. 
     At the historic Bowling Green 
Park (the oldest in New York City, 
still enclosed by an original wrought-
iron fence from the 1700s), the 
Board is requesting a full restoration 
and redesign, which could include 
new amenities, such as a playground. 
     Duane Park (at the fork of  Duane 
Street, where it meets Hudson Street) 
and Finn Square Park (at the conver-
gence of  West Broadway and Varick 
Street, between Franklin and Leon-
ard Streets) are both due for expan-
sion, CB1 says, with the latter also 
needing sidewalk reconstruction. 
     CB1 is also calling for major cap-
ital investments to improve access to 
the waterfront along the length of  
the East River Waterfront Espla-
nade, while also pushing for a new 
public pool. (If  this project comes to 
pass, it is likely to take the form of  
a floating pool anchored offshore, 
near the South Street Seaport, 
which would filter river water.) The 
Board also wants a new pool built 
on Governors Island, for use as part 
of  the aquatics program at the Har-
bor School, but it is not clear 
whether the public would have reg-
ular access to such a facility. 
     On the cultural front, the panel 
wants to see greater government 
support for the South Street Sea-
port Museum, with particular em-
phasis on that organization’s goal of  
restoring the historic Thompson 
Warehouse (an Italianate cast-iron 

Local opponents of  the plan to 
demolish and rebuild Wagner Park, 
with the aim of  creating resiliency 
measures designed to protect 
against flooding, were dealt a set-
back on February 10, when New 
York State Supreme Court judge 
Sabrina Kraus denied their request 
for an injunction and restraining 
order that would have prevented the 
Battery Park City Authority (BPCA) 
from commencing demolition work. 
     Britni Erez, a leader of  the Bat-
tery Park City Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, which filed suit in December, 
said, “we are disappointed in the 
Court’s ruling. Viable alternatives 
supported by leading industry ex-
perts were not given proper consid-
eration. The Authority’s designs 
remain at odds with industry best 
practices, new Federal guidance and 
the community’s best interests—all 
prioritizing green infrastructure over 
concrete. The Authority is using yes-
terday’s solutions for tomorrow’s 
problems.” She added that the 
Neighborhood Association is “think-
ing through options and working on 
next steps.” 
     BPCA spokesman Nick Sbordone 
responded, “as we have said from the 
start, the South Battery Park City 
Resiliency project was planned and 
approved in full accordance with the 
law, and we are grateful for the 
Court’s decision affirming that. We 
now look forward to continuing the 
urgent work of  protecting our com-
munity and Lower Manhattan from 
the devastation of  future storms in 
the decades ahead.” 
     At issue is a pair of  dueling visions 
for the future of  Wagner Park. The 
BPCA plan would mostly demolish 
the existing space, replacing it with a 
new, elevated park atop a buried 
flood wall to act as a bulwark against 
future storm surges and sea-level rise, 
providing protection for the southern 
part of  Battery Park City and ad-
ditional areas of  Lower Manhattan. 
This project would also link to sep-
arate plans designed to offer protec-
tion for the remainder of  Battery 
Park City to the north, and the Fi-
nancial District to the east. 
     The Neighborhood Association 
views this option as overkill, arguing 
that the existing park can be pre-
served, while being modified with 

Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine wants to build 233 affordable homes  
above the Canal Street Station of the United States Postal Service.

Quay Considerations 
The Battery Park City Authority 
(BPCA) will host two meetings to 
discuss specific phases (or “reaches”) 
of  its planned North/West Resil-
iency Project, which is slated to 
create anti-flooding measures that 
will transform the entire length of  
the Esplanade from South Cove to 
Stuyvesant High School, and also 
extend into Tribeca. On Monday, 
March 6, at 6:30pm, BPCA 
planners will focus on Reaches Six 
and Seven—the South Esplanade 
and South Cove—in the Com-
munity Center at Stuyvesant High 
School (345 Chambers Street), 
starting at 6:30pm. On Wednesday, 
March 15, the BPCA team will con-
centrate on Reach Five (North 
Cove), also in the Stuyvesant Com-
munity Center, beginning at 
6:30pm. Both sessions will start with 
a brief  presentation, followed by 
small group discussions about de-
sign options. For details, email 
nwbpcrinfo@bpca.ny.gov 
  
The Art of the Matter 
“Working On It,” an exhibition of  
recent work by faculty artists from 
the Music and Art and Media Arts 
and Technology departments at Bo-
rough of  Manhattan Community 
College is now open at the school’s 
Shirley Fiterman Art Center (81 
Barclay Street, near the corner of  
West Broadway). Featuring dozens 
of  new works by 35 different artists, 
the show underscores the broad va-
riety of  approaches to contempo-
rary art-making, from modes of  
traditional painting and sculptural 
form to installation work, experi-
mental photography, and works em-
ploying new media. Admission is 
free, and the gallery is open Wed-
nesdays through Fridays, from noon 
to 5pm. For details, go to 
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/sfac 
 
Rube Goldberg Arabesque 
When choreographer Jody Ober-
felder was asked to research the life 
of  cartoonist Rube Goldberg 
(famed for images of  needlessly 
complex devices performing simple 
tasks in elaborately impractical 
ways) for an event to honor Jewish 
thinkers at the New York Public Li-
brary in 2019, she did not think a 
new ballet would emerge from the 
inquiry. She was incorrect. “Rube 
G.—The Consequence of  Action” 
is a physically charged and au-
dience-participatory dance inspired 
by the Rube Goldberg Machine. 
Ms. Oberfelder’s new work will be 
performed at Gibney Dance Center 
(280 Broadway) on March 4, 5, 11, 
12, and 18 at 7:30pm, and on 
March 19 at 6:30pm. Suggested do-
nation are $25 for general admis-
sion, $20 for seniors, and $15 for 
artists and students. For details, see 
www.jodyoberfelder.com
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tended to promote a discussion of  
the study objectives and potential 
coastal storm risk management so-
lutions.” But the same document de-
scribes these features as the 
Tentatively Selected Plan. 
     Community Board 1 (CB1) 
enacted a resolution at its November 
meeting advocating for “increased 
consideration of  nonstructural, nat-
ural, and nature-based solutions,” 

rather than a stark concrete wall. 
The Board also urges ACE to con-
duct greater outreach to local res-
idents, and allow for an extended 
period of  public comment, and calls 
for “robust public engagement, 
especially with frontline com-
munities impacted by the project, to 
facilitate collaborative project plan-
ning and decision-making.” 
     CB1 prioritizes “a reform of  the 
90-day comment period to include 
an iterative approach,” noting that 
ACE’s “public comment period only 
budgets for 6-8 public meetings, 
when in contrast the Department of  
City Planning held at least 110 
meetings with the public for a City-
wide rezoning proposal.” 
    In response, ACE says, “given the 
complexity of  the... study, the vast 
and populated study area, and the 
goal of  ACE and our non-federal 
partners to have maximum public 
engagement and input, the public 
comment period will be extended to 
March 7, 2023.” The previous dead-
line was January 6. 
     The next meeting at which the 
plan will be explained and public re-
sponses solicited will be held Feb-
ruary 23 in the Bronx. Check 
www.nan.usace.army.mil/NYNJHATS 
for call-in details. Members of  the 
public may submit comments no 
later than March 7 via email to 
nynjharbor.tribstudy@usace.army.mil

Above, the intersection of West and Christopher Streets, as it appears today. Below: this same 
location, shown with a 12-foot-high floor wall running along Hudson River Park.

$5,000 a month for newly rented 
apartments in Manhattan. This has 
been a disaster.” 
     “Borough President Levine is 
right on the money that housing 
costs are a red-alert crisis in Lower 
Manhattan,” said Community 
Board 1 (CB1) chair Tammy Melt-
zer. “People write off  the average 
cost per square foot to rent or own 
Downtown because Wall Street is 
here, but they are forgetting that the 
State and City of  New York created 
middle-class housing for decades, 
and our needs are not being met.” 
     Mr. Levine’s report focuses on 
three locations within the catch-
ment of  CB1 (1.5 square miles, 
bounded roughly by Canal, Baxter, 
and Pearl Streets, and the Brooklyn 
Bridge). The parking lot at 37 
Chambers Street (between Broad-
way and Centre Street) is owned by 
the Department of  Citywide Ad-
ministrative Services, and can ac-
commodate up to 187 apartments. 
Mr. Levine adds that, “due to the 
presence of  [human] remains on 

the site, there needs to be a con-
certed effort to memorialize the Af-
rican Burial Ground through a 
museum, which should be a part of  
any future development.” The two-
story building at 350 Canal (on the 
corner of  Church Street) is owned 
by the United States Postal Service, 
and is zoned for up to 233 apart-
ments. (The historic Art Moderne 
facade of  the 1937 Church Street 
Station, which was added to the 
National Register of  Historic Places 
in 1989, would be preserved and in-
corporated into the new structure, 
Mr. Levine says.) And the now-shut-
tered federal correctional facility at 
150 Park Row is zoned for 131 
units. All three of  these sites are le-
gally able to accommodate 100 per-

The city-owned parking lot at 37 Chambers Street could  accommodate up to 187 apartments.
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lion (none of  which has yet been al-
located) and take a minimum of  15 
years to construct (with no start date 
yet announced), the plan focuses on 
“passive” flood defense—a network 
of  decks, berms, and breakwaters 
that will extend into the East River 
between 90 and 200 feet. The out-
ermost edge of  this complex would 
rise to an elevation between three 
and five feet above the waterline, 
while its landward side would reach 
as high as 15 feet, creating a physical 
barrier to stop flood waters. 
     The Board is further pushing for 
the creation of  a series of  new com-
munity spaces, at sites such as the 
Brooklyn Bridge anchorages and at 
the former site of  the New Market 
Building (which was demolished in 
the fall of  2021) in the South Street 
Seaport. In a resolution about the 
New Market site enacted last Oc-
tober, CB1 noted that “the proposed 
new Center is intended to provide 
urgently needed recreation and 
multi-purpose spaces for a part of  
the district east of  Broadway that 
has seen a rapidly increasing multi-
generational residential population 
but has very little open space and fa-
cilities to meet the needs of  this 
area.” The proposal calls for gym-
nasiums, indoor play spaces and 
meeting venues, and a landscaped 
roof  for active and passive uses, 
along with “a public dock providing 
maritime access that could accom-
modate historic ships and other 
craft.” Additionally, CB1 wants 
funds allocated to replace the cli-
mate control system at 
the Manhattan Youth 
Downtown Com-
munity Center, lo-
cated in Tribeca.
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less-intrusive resiliency measures 
that will maintain its character and 
also afford significant flood protec-
tion. The group partnered with the 
Olin landscape architecture firm 
(the company that formulated the 
original design for Wagner Park in 
the early 1990s) and Machado Sil-
vetti architects (the original de-
signers of  the Wagner Park pavilion) 
to refine their alternate plan. 
     In its legal briefs, the Neighbor-
hood Association argued, among 
other allegations, that the BPCA 
was arbitrary and capricious in its 
pursuit of  the project, and failed to 
meet standards set by the State En-
vironmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQRA), which mandates that all 
arms of  government within New 

York must consider environmental 
impacts equally with social and eco-
nomic factors. 
     Regarding the “arbitrary and 
capricious” standard, Judge Kraus 
wrote, “where an agency’s action has 
a rational basis, it cannot be consid-
ered arbitrary or capricious.” She ob-
served, “to prove that an agency 
acted in an arbitrary and capricious 
manner, the challenging party must 
through competent evidence estab-
lish that any error or omission in an 
agency’s environmental review is of  
such significance that the agency’s de-
termination must be vacated.” On 
this basis, she concluded that while 
the Association, “is correct that the 

space will not be the same after the 
work as proposed by [BPCA] is done, 
[the Neighborhood Association] has 
failed to establish that the proposed 
work or the way the plan was chosen 
was arbitrary or capricious, and thus 
have failed to establish a likelihood of  
success on the merits.” 
     Judge Kraus further concluded 
that “it is not the role of  the courts to 
weigh the desirability of  an action or 
choose among alternatives but to as-
sure that the agency itself  has satisfied 
SEQRA, procedurally and substan-
tively,” adding, “generalized ‘com-
munity objections’ to an agency’s 
conclusions are insufficient to chal-
lenge an environmental review that is 
based on empirical data and analy-
sis,” and “it is not enough for the 

challenging party to contend that 
there was a better alternative that the 
agency should have chosen instead.” 
     Based on all of  these criteria, 
Judge Kraus determined, “this 
Court must defer to BPCA in deter-
mining the appropriate design stan-
dards for coastal resiliency projects 
intended to provide flood protection 
for Lower Manhattan.” 
     With the dismissal of  the request 
for an injunction, the BPCA appears 
free to proceed with demolition work 
that will comprise the first phase of  
the South Battery Park City Resil-
iency project, which is slated to close 
Wagner Park for two years and cost 
approximately $220 million.

cent affordable housing, the Bo-
rough President adds. 
     The report further adds the Bo-
rough President’s support to the 
grassroots push among Lower 
Manhattan activists for 100 percent 
affordability in the planned residen-
tial tower at Five World Trade 
Center (also known as 130 Liberty 
Street), which will contain 1,325 
apartments. (The developers and 
their government partners are pro-
posing only 25 percent affordability 
for this project.) “We support taking 
extraordinary measures to achieve 
the highest possible amount of  af-
fordability on this site, especially in 
light of  the scarcity of  affordable 
units Downtown,” he says. 
     Mr. Levine is also recommending 
further study of  two publicly owned 
sites that have room for so many new 
apartments as to create entirely new 
communities. The first of  these is 56 
Greenwich Street, which is the ad-
dress of  the entrance and exit ramps 
for the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel, 
which is owned by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, a State 
agency. The site presents, “signifi-
cant engineering and logistical chal-
lenges,” Mr. Levine acknowledges, 
but has the zoning to produce up to 
2,967 units of  housing. 
     Even larger and more transfor-
mative would be the development 
of  housing at Pier 6, located on the 
East River waterfront near Broad 
Street. “With a lot area of  510,025 
square feet, its location in a C4-6 
zoning district means that it could 
produce up to 9,000 units of  hous-
ing,” Mr. Levine says.  
     Standing in the way of  such a plan 
is the goal of  Mayor Eric Adams to 
rebuild and reconfigure the heliport 
as part of  the FiDi-Seaport Master 
Plan, which aims to protect the 
nearly mile-long stretch of  East River 
waterfront between the Brooklyn 
Bridge the Staten Island Ferry Ter-
minal with a network of  decks, 

berms, and breakwaters that will ex-
tend into the East River between 90 
and 200 feet. But the zoning that 
covers Pier 6 “allows development 
rights to be transferred throughout its 
boundaries,” Mr. Levine notes. “A 
zoning text and map amendment 
could allow the development rights 
from Pier 6 to be realized in other 
sites that are deemed appropriate for 
housing development.” 
     The Borough President reflects, 
“kids growing up in Manhattan 
have very little hope of  ever being 
able to afford renting an apartment 
here. We have got to fix this, and we 
can. It’s not going to be easy. Many 
sites are going to require rezoning 
or some other public action.” 
     “Our children will not be finding 
ways to live close to their parents 
and long-time tenants are terrified 
to open that letter containing their 
lease renewal terms,” Ms. Meltzer 
added. “Mark is leaving no stone 
unturned in Lower Manhattan, and 
we should rightfully discuss every 
site, including Pier 6, where we 
would gladly work with the City to 
move development rights from the 
waterfront to inland sites that are 
more conducive to housing. CB1 
does not believe that turning over 
the waterfront to private concerns 
is a long-term solution for access to 
open space and equity, but the Bo-
rough President is clearly able to 
work around this with the 
option for transferring  
development rights.”

and stone structure on Water Street, 
built in 1868). The Seaport Museum 
aims to transform the building into 
an education hub and a community 
gathering space—a project that will 
include new elevators, climate con-
trol systems, and full ADA accessibil-
ity. Elsewhere in the Seaport 
District, the Board wants a budget 
earmarked to fund the buildout of  a 
permanent home for the highly re-
garded Fulton Stall Market. 
     CB1 also wants to extend hours 
and expand programs at two exist-
ing branches of  the New York Pub-
lic Library, in Battery Park City and 
on Murray Street, while also cre-
ating a new branch “for the growing 
population east of  Broadway.” 
   Transportation infrastructure 
ranks high on the list of  CB1’s asks, 
with a call to improve traffic and pe-
destrian safety on South End Ave-
nue, along with a study to gauge the 
feasibility of  a left-turn lane on West 
Street as it approaches Albany Street 
(southbound). 
     The Board wants a new bus stop 
installed in front of  PS/IS 276 on 
Battery Place, and is urging the City 
to implement longstanding plans for 
a new network of  bike lanes along 
Church, Varick, Murray, and Bar-
clay Streets, as well as West Broad-
way and Park Place. CB1 also is 
pressing the City to carry out the 
Downtown Alliance’s “A More Wel-
coming Wall & Broad” initiative. 
     CB1’s primary ask about resil-
iency is that the City fully fund the 
FiDi/Seaport Master Plan, which 
aims to protect the nearly mile-long 
stretch of  East River waterfront be-
tween the Brooklyn Bridge and the 
Staten Island Ferry Terminal. Pro-
jected to cost between $5 and $7 bil-

continued from front page 

The BPCA’s design for a resilient Wagner Park calls for rebuilding the area at a higher  
elevation, with flood-protection measures largely buried beneath the newly created hill.

In 1797, the land that is now Duane Park became the first property acquired by the City specifi-
cally for use as a park. CB1 wants it expanded, as part of its annual budget request process.
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WED   22 
1pm 
Adult Chorus 
Directed by Church Street School of 
Music, the chorus is open to all who 
love to sing. Learn contemporary 
and classic songs and perform at 
community events throughout the 
year. 200 Rector Place. 
 
2pm 
Figure Drawing 
Each week a model will strike short 
and long poses for participants to 
draw. Artists/educators will offer con-
structive suggestions and critique. 
Materials provided. Space is limited, 
registration required. 6 River Ter-
race. https://bpca.ny.gov/event 
 
7pm 
The Great Displacement 
Reading and discussion. The untold 
story of climate migration in the 

United States—the personal stories 
of those experiencing displacement, 
the portraits of communities being 
torn apart by disaster, and the impli-
cations for all of us as we confront a 
changing future. McNally Jackson, 4 
Fulton Street. 
 
THU   23 
3pm-4:30pm 
Play-Offs: Winter Break 
On this day off from school, children 
ages 6-10 are invited to play in a 
pop-up soccer clinic. Join BPCA 
coaches for a skills session ending 
in a scrimmage open to all levels. 
Community Center at Stuyvesant 
High School, 345 Chambers Street. 
 
4pm 
Brews at Brookfield Place  
Share a toast under the palm trees, 
while enjoying a selection of local 
beer from the best breweries across 
New York City, as the Winter Garden 
transforms into a Winter Biergarten. 
Featuring new brews on tap each 
week, all beer sales will benefit 
Brookfield Place charity partner, the 
GO Project. 
 

5:30pm 
Closing Reception: 2023 Annual 
Art Exhibition, With Readings and 
Poetry 
All are welcome to enjoy the art and 
writing created by participants of 
BPCA’s inaugural writing program, 
and those who attended art pro-
grams. Listen and peruse writing 
and poetry samples, view artworks, 
and meet fellow writers and the art-
ists/educators who lead the pro-
gram. 6 River Terrace. 
 
7pm 
The Matzo Ball Diaries 
In The Matzo Ball Diaries, profes-
sional and lay writers reveal funny, 
poignant, and pivotal moments that 
reveal the power of food to heal – or 
destroy. One young woman in Iran 
learns what plucking chickens has in 
common with hair removal of a new 
bride. A boy decides to give up cer-
tain Jewish foods to lose weight, but 
will he lose his Judaism as well? 
Another man begins a food fran-
chise only to realize the impact he 
made on others. A heartbroken 
woman learns how to say goodbye 
to her mate when making a tomato 

omelet for him for the last time. The 
Braid creates the perfect recipe for a 
meaningful and enjoyable evening 
through these and other moving and 
humorous stories. Museum of Jew-
ish Heritage, 36 Battery Place. 
 
8pm 
Dohee Lee Puri Arts 
Gibney, the New York City-based 
dance and social justice organiza-
tion, presents the world premiere of 
Chilseong Saenamgut (Duringut): 
Ritual for Sickness, created by 
award-winning traditional and con-
temporary arts performer Dohee 
Lee, artistic director of Puri Arts. The 
work is a performance ritual inspired 
by the sacred rituals originating in 
the artist’s hometown of Jeju Island, 
Korea. The ceremony, which fea-
tures Lee performing along with 
three musicians, and a ritual altar, 
continues the exploration of ritual 
performances she began in 2004. 
$15-$20. Gibney, 280 Broadway. 
 
FRI   24 
8:30am 
Tai Chi 
Improve balance, strength and focus 

through gentle exercises. An ideal 
choice for participants of all ages. 6 
River Terrace. 
 
7pm 
146th George Washington  
Birthday Ball 
This annual fundraiser for Fraunces 
Tavern Museum, hosted by Sons of 
the Revolution in the State of New 
York, honors George Washington 
and provides much needed financial 
support for the maintenance and 
preservation of Fraunces Tavern and 
its programming. $450. Fraunces 
Tavern Museum, 54 Pearl Street. 
 
SAT   25 
10:30am 
Andrea Beaty’s  
Iggy Peck, Architect 
Read Andrea Beaty’s classic Iggy 
Peck, Architect and learn about the 
process of design and using creative 
building materials to make stand-out 
buildings. Afterward, turn floor plans 
into inventive towers. Recommended 
for ages 4-10. Skyscraper Museum, 
39 Battery Place. 
 
2:30pm 
Espionage and Enslavement in 
the Revolution: The True Story of 
Robert Townsend and Elizabeth 
Black History Month lecture. Join 
historian and author Claire Beller-
jeau as she discusses the incredible 
life of an enslaved Black woman 
from New York named Elizabeth, or 
Liss. Liss was enslaved by the 
Townsend family of Oyster Bay, 
Long Island, whose son was Robert 
Townsend, aka “Culper, Jr.,” George 
Washington's lead spy in Manhattan 
during the Revolutionary War. Mid-
war, Liss escaped with a British 
commander, only to be re-enslaved 
in Manhattan by another enemy of-
ficer. As the Culper Spy Ring used 
secret codes and invisible ink to 
smuggle vital information to Wash-
ington, Liss may also have engaged 
in intelligence gathering for the Pa-
triot cause. African Burial Ground 
National Monument, 290 Broadway. 
 

6:30pm 
Estuarium Design Meeting 
Livestreamed and open to all. 
Hosted by the Hudson River Park 
Trust and Community Board One. 
For more information and Zoom 
meeting ID, email 
education@hrpt.ny.gov 
 
SUN  26 
11am 
Virtual Walking Tour:  
Vienna, Austria 
On this live, virtual tour, experience 
the history of the four Jewish com-
munities in Vienna’s history, starting 
with the first community during the 
Middle Ages and ending with Jewish 
life in present day Vienna. See Ju-
denplatz, which was once the center 
of Vienna’s Jewish community and 
now includes the Shoah Memorial; 
the Stadttempel, the main syn-
agogue in the city; the Simon Wie-
senthal Center; and plaques of the 
“Path of Remembrance.” $36. 
www.mjhnyc.org 
 
3pm 
The Rosenstrasse Protest: Com-
memorating the 80th Anniversary 
The Rosenstrasse Protest of 1943 
was held against the incarceration 
and potential deportation of roughly 
2,000 people who were arrested by 
the Gestapo on February 27, 1943. 
With their loved ones held at Rosen-
strasse 2-4 in Berlin, family 
members, many of whom were 
women, kept their protest going for a 
week until Nazi leader Joseph 
Goebbels ordered the prisoners’ re-
lease on March 6, 1943. This pro-
gram marks the 80th anniversary of 
the protest and the context of the 
mass arrest which targeted “ex-
empted” Jews, a term used for those 
who were married to a non-Jew or 
had one non-Jewish parent. $10 
suggested donation. 
 
MON  27 
2pm 
Memoir Writing 
Writing session led by author and 
poet Jon Curley. Taking inspiration 

from life events, participants will be 
encouraged to use reflection as a 
way to enhance their writing styles in 
any preferred mode. Free program, 
space is limited, registration required 
at registration@bpca.ny.gov .  
200 Rector Place. 
 
6pm 
30 Years Later: The 1993 Bombing 
and Operation Tradebom  
On February 26, 1993, terrorists det-
onated a van loaded with explosives 
in the parking garage of the World 
Trade Center. The attack killed six 
people, including a pregnant 
woman, and injured thousands. At 
the time, this was the largest impro-
vised explosive device ever ignited 
on American soil. To mark 30 years 
since the attack, Marc Smerling, 
Emmy-winning producer and creator 
of the new Apple Original 
podcast,Operation: Tradebom, is 
joined by three individuals featured 
in the program: former FBI Agents 
John Anticev and Frank Pellegrino, 
and former NYPD officer, Cory 
Cuneo. Together, in conversation 
with Museum Director Clifford Cha-
nin, they recount responding to the 
attack; discuss Tradebom, the FBI's 
investigation into the bombing; and 
reflect on how the first attempt to 
bring down the Twin Towers 
changed our world. 9/11 Memorial & 
Museum, 180 Greenwich Street. 
 
TUE  28 
10:30am 
Zumba 
Easy-to-follow Latin dance choreog-
raphy that develops  your balance, 
coordination and range of motion. 
Come prepared for enthusiastic in-
struction, a little strength training 
and a lot of fun. 6 River Terrace. 
 
6pm 
Community Board One’s Full 
Board Meeting 
Livestreamed. Open to all. Hear 
community leaders discuss local is-
sues and vote on resolutions. 
https://live.mcb1.nyc

Arrivals & Departures 
Cruise Ships in the Harbor

Many ships pass Battery Park City on their way to and from the midtown passenger ship terminal. 
Others may be seen on their way to or from docks in Brooklyn and Bayonne.  Stated times are 

based on sighting histories, published schedules and intuition. they are also subject to tides, 
fog, winds, freak waves, hurricanes and the whims of upper management.

Date     Ship Arriving Departing Dock       Destination 
Feb. 26 Anthem of the Seas 6:00 am 4:00 pm Bayonne Bahamas 
Feb. 26 Norwegian Getaway 6:30 am 5:00 pm Manhattan   Bermuda 
Feb. 27 Norwegian Gem 6:30 am 5:00 pm Manhattan Caribbean 

                                                            credit: NYCruise.com, cruiseliberty.com 
Your weekday source for Downtown news 
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 Read all about it in  
The BroadsheetDAILY

The park known as Brooklyn Bridge Banks has been closed to the public for  
more than a decade, to facilitate maintenance work on the span above.
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As this map from a 1915 guidebook clearly 
shows, today’s Lower Manhattan waterfront 
bears no resemblance to the past, with the ex-
ception of  Battery Park and the ferry terminals. 
In their parallel progression up and down the 
riverfronts, the shipping and railroad piers recall 
what was once an astonishing hive of  maritime 
activity that would be unimaginable today to 
joggers in Hudson River Park. The world came 
to our watery doorstep: the Atlantic liners to 
Chelsea, the coastal, Caribbean and South 
American traffic to the piers on this map. Up-

river from the Hudson & Manhattan (PATH) 
tunnels one finds the Providence Line, Maine 
Steamship Line, Virginia’s Old Dominion Line, 
and many more. Near Rector Street is the Sea-
board & Gulf  Steamship Co., while on the East 
River, just above Wall Street, is the romantic 
sounding New York & Cuba Mail SS Line. 
     This kaleidoscopic maritime endeavor serv-
ing the needs of  New Yorkers, or carrying 
Americans and American exports to faraway 
places, is but a distant memory for those of  us 
of  a certain age, replaced by the Esplanade 

and its glorious sunsets, the occasional cruise 
ship, the total transformation of  Jersey City’s 
waterfront. The relative silence is broken now 
and then by a helicopter or power boat, until 
New York’s ambient hum reminds you that the 
city is right behind you, its gritty shipping in-
frastructure having given way long since to a 
place for people: homes, schools, parks, and 
ready access to the waters into which the first 
settlers dropped anchor four centuries ago. 
 

- Brian Rogers

Mayor Eric Adams, in a plan 
released as part of  his January 26 
State of  the City address, is commit-
ting to “unlocking two spaces under 
the Brooklyn Bridge in Manhattan 
for public use with a working group 
to evaluate medium- and long-term 
concepts for these spaces and others 
nearby.” 
     This refers to Brooklyn Banks, 
park space beneath the Brooklyn 
Bridge that was “temporarily” 
closed in 2010 for use as a staging 
area to facilitate maintenance work 
on the Brooklyn Bridge, and never 
reopened. In 2020, an online peti-
tion demanding that the facility be 
made available for public use gar-
nered more than 45,000 signatures, 
and Community Board 1 has passed 
numerous resolutions demanding 
that the space be be reopened. 
     Rosa Chang, a CB1 member who 
is also a leader of  Brooklyn Bridge 
Manhattan, a not-for-profit founded 
in 2021 with the goal of  reopening 
Brooklyn Banks, said, “parks are 
part of  our civic infrastructure, 
equally as important as bridges and 
sewers and electricity.” 
     Brooklyn Banks is an iconic des-
tination for skateboarders because 

the streetscape in the park provides 
an undulating terrain of  ramps, 
rails, ledges, and jumps. Long before 
any of  these stunts were legal in 
New York, boarders from around 
the United States would come to the 
City to compete there, and connect 
with one another. 
     In the years after its debut in the 
early 1970s, the site evolved into an 
unofficial cultural and historical land-
mark, in large measure due to its de-
sign by the renowned landscape 
architect, M. Paul Friedberg. Mr. 
Friedberg never intended to create a 
mecca for the subculture of  skate-
boarding, which was then just begin-
ning to coalesce. He simply wanted 
to transform a barren patch of  Lower 
Manhattan into useable public space. 
But the red brick that he chose to 
cover the ground (and from which 
“Red Brick Park” took its original 
name) turned out to be a material 
prized by boarders, who regard it a 
second only to marble in the quality 
of  ride it affords. And the sloping to-
pography of  the site provided the rest 

of  the magic that skateboard enthu-
siasts crave, by unleashing the power 
of  gravity. The sidewalk surfers who 
were drawn to the site christened it 
with the name that has stuck ever 
since: “The Banks.” 
     In November, 2020, CB1 hosted 
a meeting devoted to concerns re-
lated to Brooklyn Banks, which at-
tracted dozens of  speakers. 
Afterward, the Board passed a res-
olution noting, “CB1 recognizes 
both the global and local signifi-
cance of  the Brooklyn Banks Skate 
park ... as an iconic cultural and ath-
letic institution that benefits many 
cross-sections of  the community, in-
cluding its merit for spectators.” The 
same measure urged the City’s De-
partment of  Transportation, which 
has commandeered the space for ve-
hicle parking and as a staging area 
to work with elected officials and the 
community toward returning the 
space back to the public. 
     The DOT responded to this res-
olution by saying that it will need to 
occupy the park space well into the 
2030s, for ongoing Brooklyn Bridge 
maintenance projects. 
     In March 2020, CB1 chair 
Tammy Meltzer contacted DOT 
Manhattan Borough Commissioner 
Edward Pincar, raising questions 
about that agency’s need for so 
much space, and for so long. “DOT 
has not demonstrated that the en-
tirety of  the area needs to remain 
closed until all bridge-related work 
is complete,” she wrote. 
     This month, Manhattan Borough 
President Mark Levine said, “it’s 
time to bring back the Banks, and 
create a great new urban park. Let’s 
reclaim these precious assets for 
people, by creating a new, iconic, in-
novative urban green space.”
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20 River Terrace, New York, NY

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. SPONSOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS OF THE OFFERING PLAN. THE COMPLETE TERMS ARE IN AN OFFERING PLAN 

AVAILABLE FROM THE SPONSOR. FILE NO. CD18-0194. SPONSOR: RIVER TERRACE ASSOCIATED, LLC. C/O ALBANESE ORGANIZATION, INC. 1001 FRANKLIN AVE., SUITE 300, GARDEN CITY, NY 11530.

MANHATTAN’S TOP-SELLING 
NEW DEVELOPMENT OF 2022
With direct access to two parks and overlooking the Hudson River waterfront, The Solaire 
offers a balanced Manhattan lifestyle with LEED Certi昀ed Residences. Located in the heart 
of Battery Park City, The Solaire has been reimagined by the renowned COOKFOX Architects, 
and offers incredible river and park views, and beautifully curated amenities.

Three Bedrooms from $2,475,000
Two Bedrooms from $1,450,000
One Bedrooms from $970,000
Alcove Studios from $710,000

thesolaire.com  |  info@thesolaire.com   |  212.349.1000
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